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The Impact of Introductory Courses on Students
in Accounting Education

— An Empirical Analysis Based on a Student Questionnaire Survey —
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Abstract

This paper clarifies the impact of changing required courses from bookkeeping—
related subjects to accounting—related subjects within the Faculty of Business
Administration at Takamatsu University. It also analyzes, based on a questionnaire
survey centred on open—ended responses, whether any distinct characteristics

emerge between students who first studied bookkeeping and those who first studied
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accounting.

Analysis based on the questionnaire survey revealed that while pre—university
students shared common perceptions of accounting and bookkeeping, such as finding
calculations difficult, students who took bookkeeping courses first developed
more complex perceptions. These perceptions blended positive aspects, like finding
it interesting once they could solve problems, with negative aspects, such as
finding calculations and terminology difficult. On the other hand, students who
first took accounting-related courses saw their pre—university negative
perceptions dissipate. Their perceptions shifted to positive ones, such as finding
it interesting to understand companies by looking at financial statements,
thinking about ways to generate profits, and perceiving the subject as useful in

the real world
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