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Resonance between India and Japan in the early 20™ century

—A Study of Mori OGAI's ‘ The Tower of Silence’—
ISHIHARA Izumi
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Abstract

Mori Ogai published his short story “The Tower of Silence’ in Mita Bungakuin 1910. He
wrote “The Tower of Silence’ (said to be an imaginary tower) to criticize the mass arrests in
the ‘Crimes of High Treason Incident’ ( 7aigyaku Jiken) and a newspaper column titled
‘Dangerous Western Books” published in the same year.
At the time, Ogai was the Director of the Medical Bureau of Ministry of the Japanese Army.
He would have hesitated to criticize the government due to his position as a key military
official. But at the same time, he was pursuing vigorous creative activities as a Doctor of
Literature and must have had pride in his position as a literary scholar.

The author, having lived in India for four years, can confirm that “Tower of Silence’ does
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exist in reality. This paper first introduces the existing “Tower of Silence’. Then it discusses
how Ogai came to know of its existence, thereby arguing that around 1900 India and Japan

had not only economic but also cultural exchanges and ideological resonance.
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