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Basic research on falconry culture in Sanuki (Part 1)
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Abstract

The falconry culture of Sanuki (including hunting culture as a prehistory) started
from the hunting of boar and deer in primitive—and ancient times and falconry
flourished in medieval times, with the Kagawa, Kasai, Yasutomi, Akiyama, Tada,
Hayuka, and other samurai clans becoming skilled in the art of falconry.In the
early modern period, falconers were organized into vassal groups such as the
Tkoma, Matsudaira, and Kyogoku clans, and were active until the Meiji Restoration.
This paper provides an overview of falconry culture in Sanuki and the role played
by the gift-giving and ritual activities for falcons and their prey in the
formation of local community order and the establishment and maintenance of the
ruling system, and also clarifies future issues
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