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Elementary School Social Studies Lessons Based on the Recognition of Equality Under the
Law and Discrimination: An Educational Approach Utilizing the "Veil of Ignorance"
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Abstract

In the 2017 revision of the Course of Study for Elementary Schools, the goal of social studies
education is to develop the ability to solve problems using "social perspectives and ways of
thinking." Particularly in the study of equality under the law (Article 14 of the Constitution),
it is important to have perspectives on history and social structures. Equality under the law
means that both the application and content of the law must be equal, and it is necessary to
consider both formal equality and substantive equality. Additionally, the elements of discrim-
ination include prejudice, denial of subjectivity, a lack of perspective on structural issues, and

negative values and emotions. To eliminate discrimination, it is essential to establish fair laws
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and rules and design appropriate social systems, and not just to rely on kindness and compas-
sion.

Based on these fundamental recognitions, teaching equality under the law in elementary
school social studies classes can be carried out effectively through lessons utilizing John Rawls'
"veil of ignorance." This is a thought experiment in which students consider fair social rules
without knowing their own attributes, allowing them to think about social structures from the
perspective of others. This method helps cultivate a viewpoint aimed at respecting fundamen-
tal human rights and realizing a fair society without discrimination.

Keywords: Equality Under the Law, Distinction, Discrimination, Historical Perspective, So-

cial Structure, Veil of Ignorance
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