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Archaeological Verification of the Ancient Battlefield of the Genpei Yashima Battle
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Abstract

Yashima in Takamatsu city is widely known as the site of the ancient battlefield of the Genpei
Yashima Battle which was fought between the Genji and Taira clan in February 1185. There
are still famous places and historic sites related to the battle at the site of the old battlefield,
and many people visit the site to remember the battle. Many of there historic sites have been
compared to the local area based on the description in Heike Monogatari and it has been

established that all of them are based historical facts. However, it is also known that among
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the historical sites of famous places, there are mixed places where the connection with Herke
Monogatari is in doubt and there is little evidence of connection to the places. This article
examines the authenticity of ancient battlefield sites through archaeological methods such as
a re-reading of the Heike Monogatari and detailed observation of existing place names and
topography. The conclusion is that the for the majority of there famous historical sites unclear,

and it has become clear that further verification is essential.
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