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A consideration of the “San Yuan” perspective system in Chinese ink

landscape paintings
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Abstract

Perspective methods in the history of art include perspective drawing (linear perspective) and aerial
perspective, which have been developed since the Middle Ages. Among these, there is also a
perspective system called “San Yuan”, or a ‘three-way perspective’, that was originally developed in
medieval Chinese ink landscape paintings. This perspective was established by the Northern Song
dynasty ink painter Guo Xi and his son Guo Si. Unlike perspective drawing (linear perspective),
developed in the West, the three-way “San Yuan” has no scientific basis.

This paper analyzes “Early Spring”, one of Guo Xi’s representative works, and also examines and

discusses his independently developed perspective method, “San Yuan”.

Keyword Chinese ink landscape paintings, Guo Xi, San Yuan
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