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< Summary_>

A New Approach to Teaching ‘kanji’ to Young Children

Yoshiaki Mizuguchi

After the Meiji era, the principle when learning ‘kanji’ was to learn reading and writing
simultaneously. But over the years a new theory of reading and writing was introduced
and developed, whereby they were learnt separately.

Learning ‘hiragana’ first and ‘kanji’ later has been our educational policy up until now.
Mr. Ishii, an authority on ‘kanji’, however, maintains that ‘kanji’ should be learned before
‘hiragana’ and that even small children can learn characters easily in this way.

In view of this, Takamatsu Higashi Kindergarten is teaching ‘kanji’ prior to ‘hiragana’
to its pupils. It is hoped that this new approach will enable the children to learn ‘kanji’

with ease.
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