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“At The Time” and “At That Time” in the Poetry of Nakahara Chuya
~ Non-demonsrativeness of Demonstratives ~
Michio Hiraoka
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(Abstract)

In the appreciation and interpretation of the works of Nakahara Chuya, it is
pointed out that many readers show a marked tendency to adopt a method, or
an attitude, of appreciating and interpreting his works by making them and his
life itself overlap over a method of appreciating and interpreting his works

alone.

Why do the readers adopt such a method or attitude?

It is not only because of what might be considered, “a matter of the readers,”
namely that the readers tend to appreciate and interpret his works by drawing
them toward his life itself with worldly interests, but mainly because of, “a

i

matter of the works,” namely that his works themselves include the

characteristics leading to such a method or attitude.

Another reason is can be seen in the following example: Nakahara uses “at
the time,” “at that time,” “in that way,” or the like in his works, keeping their
concreteness almost hidden, which could be named “Non-demonstrativeness of
Demonstratives.” Consequently, it is thought that the readers left behind in
his poetry tend to seek the appreciation and interpretation of the contents of

the demonstratives in the writer’s life itself.

Moreover, such characteristics are those the whole Nakahara-poetry has even

<

in his other works free from the use of the demonstratives like “at the time,” “at

that time,” and so on. The world of the scenes and stories in each work are not

H

described objectively, but described as “the demonstratives,” which guide to

»”

Nakahara’s heart made up of his motif: “boredom,” “melancholy,” and

“disappointment.”

Keywords : Attitude of Appreciation and Interpretation, “A Matter of the
Readers,” “A Matter of the Works,” “At The Time,” “At That Time,”

Non-demonstrativeness of the Demonstratives
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