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The Concept of “Sustainable” and Company
A Study of Simple Thinking leads to “Unsustainable”
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(Abstract)
Today, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which is the successor to the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), are attracting attention from companies, society,

and members of society. The SDGs are international goals from 2016 to 2030, listed in the
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“2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” adopted at the United Nations Summit in 2015,
and include “17 goals.” However, the discussion of, "What does this concept of sustainability
mean?” and "What can corporate and social members do for the future?" For example, from
an environment-oriented perspective, it is possible to draw the conclusion that environmental
protection sacrifices our living standards and the economic activities of businesses.

In this paper, we look at these questions from the perspective of a company: "What kind of
action does a company contribute to a sustainable society?" and "What kind of action leads to
unsustainable society?" In doing so, the author seeks clues from German economic and
business ethics (Wirtschafts- und Unternehmensethik). As we have shown in previous
studies, this approach allows us to consider whether obtaining profits in a harsh economic
environment is ethical.

In this paper, first, we will clarify the significance of economic and business ethics. At the
same time, we will also point out that it is difficult to achieve a "sustainable society" with
commonly discussed economics and legal/institutional approaches. Next, we will examine
the concept of "sustainability,” and proceed with the issue of simple thinking that threatens

sustainability and the emergence of this simple thinking in companies.
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