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An Initial Study on the Kirishitan Shutojin-meiroku of the
Sanuki Takamatsu Fiefdom : The Prohibition of Christianity in
the Sanuki Takamatsu Area and the Historical Characteristics
of the Kirishitan Shutojin-meiroku

Toshihiro Mizobuchi
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Abstract

The Kirishitan Shutojin-meiroku is a unique historical record
of the names of Christians and their relatives, consisting of
three volumes. Eight-hundred and seventy-nine names of Chris-
tians in the Takamatsu fiefdom and Shodoshima from the first
half of the 17" century to the beginning of the 19" century are
listed in it.

The reasons for the tabulation of this list and its uses are
first described. Then, through an analysis of the contents of the
record, the actual lives of Christians and their relatives in the
Takamatsu fiefdom are described, and the history of the prohi-
bition of Christianity and the formation processes leading to the
development of the Shogunate system will be referred to.
Keywords: Sanuki Takamatsu-kan, prohibition of Christianity,
religious census, documentation of Christian families
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