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Disability theory — According to Shigeo Okamura.
Beyond Shigeo Okamura.

Hideharu Inoue
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(Abstract)

Shigeo Okamura says that disabilities that social welfare regards as problems are
disabilities created by the social environment that disabled people become involved with
as they live. That is, they are disabilities in social relationships. According to Okamura,
these are not personal disabilities such as a physical or mental disability. Rather, these
are social disabilities that are barriers in relationships between disabled people and
their environment.

This paper aims to establish a theory that can provide systematic explanations on
such personal and social disabilities.

Key Word disability (disabled people), Shigeo Okamura, social relationships,

environment, person-in-environment
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