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On the migrant and Visa Systems of CEE countries

within the context of EU policy for eastward enlargement
Kenjiro Nakamura

Abstract

Nearly ten years after the fall of the Berlin wall have fundamentally changed the pattern of
migration in Central and Eastern Europe and in Europe as a whole. The most significant
migration trend affecting the CEE region in 1998 and 1999 has been the massive displacement
from Kosovo as a result of ethnic conflict. Nearly a quarter of those displaced claimed asylum
in Western and Central Europe or turned to professional smugglers for assistance in order to
enter Western Europe illegally.

As aresult, illegal migration from the CEE to Western Europe rose significantly within the
coming years as EU enlargement approaches. The CEE have wihtin a decade become target
countries and transit region for an increasing number of asylum seekers from developing
countries, as Bangladesh, Pakistan, India and China. Given that a number of Centra
European countries are expected to join the EU within the next few years, this trend will grow
in international political issues. The text of this report is* Migration in Central and Eastern
Europel] 1999 Review” by IOM and ICMPD. The first part of this report reviews migration
trends in 15 CEE countries.
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