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The Lineage of the Legend about Kisa-gotami
Kosho Akamatsu

Abstract

There lived a woman at Savatthi in India. She was known as' Kisa-gotami’ because of the
leanness of her bodyd In Pali‘ kis? means lean’ or' haggard [0 . She gave birth to a son
but he died as soon as he was able to walk. She then sought medicine to cure her dead child.

This legend is a very famous story and a number of Buddhist textsd which were written in
Pali and in Chinese trandationsl] refer to Kisa-gotami. All of these texts show some variation
in content. However the basic story, which relates how Kisa-gotami lost her child and attained
enlightenment in her grief, might be true. As well, in later versions, more elaborate and
fictional details were added.

We are now going to compare these texts and make a lineage about this legend.
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130 Kisagotamivatthu [ DPA vol.O0 , pp.2700 2750

Yo ca vassasatan ti imam dhammadesanam Sattha Jetavane viharanto Kisagotamim arabbha
kathesi .

Savatthiyam kir' ekassa setthissa gehe cattalisakotidhanam angara hutva atthasi. Setthi tam
disva uppannasoko aharam patikkhipitva maficake nipgjji. Tass eko sahayako geham gantva
‘samma kasma socas’ ti pucchitva, tam pavattim sutva,’ samma ma soci, aham ekam [271]
upayam janami, tam karohi’ ti.* Kim karomi samma ti.© Attano apane kilafjam pasaretva te
angare rasim katva vikkinanto viya nisida, agatagatesu manussesu ye evam vadantill “ sesajana
vatthatelamadhuphanitadini - vikkinanti, tvam pana angare vikkinanto nisinno” ti, tvam
vadeyyasiJ “ attano santakam avikkinanto kim karissami” til) yo pana tam evam vadetill

“sesgjana vatthatelamadhuphanitadini  vikkinanti, tvam pana hirafifiasuvannam vikkinanto
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nisinno” ti tam vadeyyasi] “ kaham hirafifiasuvannan” ti,* idafl ¢’ idafi c& ti vutte" ahara
tava nan” ti hatthehi paticcheyyas ti evam dinnam tava hatthe hirafifiassuvannam bhavissati. Sa
pana sace kumarika hoti tava gehe puttassa nam aharitva cattalisakotidhanam tassa niyyadetva
taya dinnakam vaafjeyyasi, sace kumarako hoti tava gehe vayappatam dhitaram tassa datva
cattalisakotidhanam tassa niyyadetva tena dinnam valafjeyyas’ ti. So' bhaddako upayo’ ti
[272] attano apane angare rasim katva vikkinanto viya nisidi, ye nam evam ahamsul * sesa
vatthatelamadhuphanitadini - vikkinanti, tvam angare vikkimanto nisinno’ ti tesam attano
santakam avikkinanto kim karissami’ ti pativacanam deti. Ath’ eka Gotami nama kumarika
kilantasarirataya Kisagotami® ti pafifiayamana parijinnakulassa dhita attano ekena kiccena
apanadvaram gata tam setthim disva evam ahall * kim téta sesgjana vatthatel amadhuphanitadini
vikkinanti, tvam hirafifinasuvannam vikkinanto nisinno’ ti.* Kaham amma hirafifiasuvannan’ ti.
‘Nanu tvam tad eva gahetva nisinno’ ti.* Ahara tava nam amma ti. Sa hatthaplram gahetva
tassa hatthesu thapesi, tam hirafifiasuvannam eva ahosi. Atha nam setthi® kataram te amma
gehan’ ti pucchitva,’ asukamnama ti vutte, tassa assamikabhavam fiatva dhanam patisametva
tam attano puttassa anetva cattalisakotidhanam paticchapesi, sabbam hirafifiesuvannam eva ahosi.
Tassa aparena samayena gabbho patitthahi, sa dasamasaccayena puttam vijayi, so padasa
gamanakale kdlam akasi. Sa aditthapubbamaranataya tam jhapetum niharante varetva puttassa
me bhesgjjam pucchissami’ ti matakalebaram ankenadaya’ api nu me puttassa bhe- [273]

sgjjam janatha ti pucchanti gharapatipatiya vicarati. Atha nam manussa amma ummattika s
jata, mataputtassa bhesajjam pucchanti vicaras® ti vadanti. S& avassam mama puttassa
bhesgjjam jananakam labhissami’ ti. Atha nam eko panditapuriso disva ayam mama dhita
pathamaputtakam vijata bhavissati aditthapubbamarana, maya imissa avassayena bhavitum
vattati’ ti cintetva ahall‘ aham amma bhesgjjam na janami, bhesgjam jananakam pana
janami’ ti.* Ko janati tat& ti.© Sattha amma janati, gaccha tam puccha ti. S& gamissami
tata pucchissami’ ti vatva Sattharam upasarrkamitva vanditva ekamante thita pucchid * tumhe
kira me puttassa bhesajjam janatha bhante’ ti.© Ama janami’ ti.* Kim laddhum vattati’ ti.
‘Accharagahanamattam  siddhatthakam laddhum vattati’ ti.* Labhissami bhante, kassa pana
gehe laddhum vattati’ ti.* Yassa gehe putto va dhita va na koci matapubbo’ ti. S& sadhu
bhante’ ti Sattharam vanditva mataputtakam ankenadaya antogamam pavisitva pathamagehassa

dvare thatvad atthi nu kho imasmim gehe siddhatthako, puttassa [274] kira me bhesgjjam
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etan’ ti vatva,’ athr’ ti vutte, tena hi detha ti. Te aharitva siddhatthakesu diyyamanesu
‘imasmim gehe putto va dhita va matapubbo kacci natthi amma ti pucchitva, kim vades
amma jivamana hi katipaya, mataka eva bahuka ti vutte’ tena hi ganhatha vo siddhatthake na
tam mama puttassa bhesgjjan’ ti patidasi. Imina niyamena adito patthaya pucchanti vicari. Sa
ekagehe pi siddhatthake agahetva sayanhasamaye cintesit * aho bhariyam kammam, aham
“mam’ eva putto mato” ti safifiam akasim, sakalagame hi pana jivantehi mataka va bahutard ti.
Tassa evam cintayamanaya puttasinehamudukam hadayam thaddhabhavam agamasi. Sa puttam
araffie chaddetva Satthu santikam gantva vanditva ekamantam atthasi. Atha nam Settha  laddha
te ekaccharamatta siddhatthakd ti aha.’ Na laddha bhante, sakalagame hi jivantehi mataka eva
bahutard ti. Atha nam Sattha tvamt® mam’ eva putto mato” ti sallakkhesi, dhuvadhammo
esa sattanam, maccurgja hi sabbasatte aparipunnajjhasaye eva mahogho [275] viya parikassam
ano yeva apayasamudde pakkhipati’ ti vatva dhammam desento imam gatham ahal]
2870 Tam puttapasusammeattam byasattamanasam naram
suttam gamam mahogho va maccu &daya gacchati’ ti

Gathapariyosane Kisagotami  sotapattiphale patitthahi  afiie pi  bahu  sotapattiphal adini
papunimsl’ ti.

Sa pana Settharam pabbajjam yaci, Settha bhikkhuninam santikam pesetva pabbajesi, sa
laddhupasampada’  Kisagotamittheri’ ti  pafifiayi. Sa ekadivasam uposathagare varam patva
dipam jalapetva nisinna dipgjala bhijjantiyo ca uppajjantiyo ca disval evam evam p' ime satta
uppajjanti ¢ eva nirujjhanti ca, nibbanam patta eva na pafifiayanti’ ti arammanam aggahesi .
Sattha gandhakutiyam nisinno va obhasam pharitva tassa sammukhe nisiditva kathento viya
‘evam eva Gotami ime satta dipajala viya uppajjanti ¢ eva nirujjhanti ca nibbanappatta eva na
pafifiayanti, evam eva nibbanam apassantanam vassasatam jivanato nibbanam passantassa
khanamattam pi jivitam seyyo’ ti vatva anusandhim ghatetva dhammam desento imam gatham
ahall

1140" Yo ca vassasatam jive apassam amatam padam
ekaham jivitam seyyo passato amatam padan’ ti.

Teattha amatam padan ti maranavirahitakotthasam amatamahanibbanan ti  attho, sesam
purimasadisam eva.

Desanavasane Kisagotami yathanisinna va saha patisambhidahi arahatte patitthahi ti.

0 50



Kisagotamiya vatthu.
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