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A Study of* Yu-lan-pen’
Kosho Akamatsu

Abstract

This paper intends to give one interpretation of the origin of the word ‘Yu-lan-pen (Ziff
@) .

There are varying opinions about this problem. One is that ‘Yu-lan-pen (FH4) ° is a
copied sound from ‘ullambana’ (a word in Sanskrit, which means “hung topsy-turvy” ) into
Chinese characters. Another is ‘Yu-lan-pen (&%) ~ means “avessd” , or “atray”

| support the latter, and | present some bases from Vinaya-pitaka, Buddhist religious
commandements.
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