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A Study of “Shoyuki” and “Eiga-monogatari’
to describe the Chotoku period

Kazuteru Ohara

Terumi Matsubara

“Shoyuki,” written in classical Chinese, is a private journal written by an aristocrat in the
Heian period. “Eiga-monogatari,” written in classical Japanese, is a tale of history written to
succeed another tale of history, “Rikkoku-shi” Both of these works describe the aristocratic
world, but the ways of describing it are quite different.

The authors compared and studied the common items mentioned in the two books from the
Chotoku period (995-999), which witnessed the demise of the Nakano family which held the
status of a senior regent. As a result, quality difference between these works was revealed : the

i

critical objectivity can be observed in “Shoyuki,” while the sympathetic emotionalism underlies
“Eiga-monogatari.” Considering the fact that “Shoyuki” is regarded to be one of the important
research materials for studying “Eiga-monogatari” these differences can be presumed to be

deeply related to the fundamental problem of literature : “materials and their formation” and

“history and beyond-history.”
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