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On the Historical Change of the Concept of "Self-support"
as Educational Aim of Children with Disabilities

Junichi Wakiya

Abstract

The attainment of "Self-support” has been the aim of education of children with disabilities
since the Second World War in Japan, But the emphasis of "Self-support" has shifted from the
social-economical "Self-support” to the human "Independent Living". Therefore the purpose of
this article is to explain clearly the historical process of this change. The circumstances of the
birth of the social-economical "Self-support" as an educational aim are explored in chapter 1,
the diffused state of this aim in chapter 2, the appearance of self-realization as a forerunner of
human "Independent Living" in chapter 3, and aspects of the formation of the cncept of the
human "Independent Living" are expounded in chapter 4 . Lastly basic problems for attainment

of this educational aim (human "Independent Living") are suggested.
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