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On the structure of the Book Three of Kagero Nikki

Terumi Mathubara

Abstract

Kagero-Nikki Book Three is distinctly characteristic of narrative literature in its structure and
technique of subjective description, which has induced most critics to see the author’s
subjectiveness in the description of her love and hatred toward Kaneie, her husband, in Book
One and Book Two fade away and the typical world of Kagero-Nikki come to a close.

However the present writer regards it not as the termination of the world but as the author’s
shift from that world. Michitsuna-Haha, the author of this diary, after a long process of
maturity in description, finally subjugate the world of psychological complex of Kagero-Nikki
and procures a stance of an objective observer and narrator of her own life. This is to lead to

the world of the Tale of Geniji.
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