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The Systematization of Space in the Medieval Period

Problems of the formation Process of Tomoda,

Yubune and Tamataki-mura and its conditions——

Susumu Takashige

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the formation patterns of medieval villages in relation
to the local communities of the ancient period in the light of historical geography. Concrete
examples will be taken from the three villages of Tomoda, Yubune, and Tamataki which grew
as the somako (lumberjacks) of Todaiji began to settle in these localities. These villages were
located within Kawai Go, a local administrative unit compriced of several villages and one large
autonomous village in Ahe Gun (Ahe county) within Iga no Kuni (Iga province) . Eventually,
they cleared the land in the valleys and at the foot of the mountains, for the purposes of
cultivation. Subsequently, each of the soma gradually developed, first taking on the
characteristics of a shoen, then ultimatily becoming one. While developing new soma, the
lumberjacks were dispatched to work in the public rice paddies. Historical document indicates
also that the lower levels of the administrative organizations of the time were not bound by the
exact contines of the go under their justidictions. As a result, with the eventual development of
soma into shoen, a conflict wolved between the provincial governor and the Buddhist priests
over objects liable to taxation. In this social context, the shoen dwellers who were formerly
soma lumberjacks, came to be known as the Sakai Hyakusho (Sakai peasants) . from time to
time and with great dexterity they manipulated the Todaiji priests and the provincial governor by
playing one off against the other, in order to set up advantageous conditions under which their
demands would be met. It shows that the principal menbers of the villagers were prepared to
take unified action whenever the circumstances required.

These characteristic aspects of village formation processes are primarily related to the water
supply which, in its turn, is directly related to the character of the soil and the topography of
the region. Especially, soil conditions have tremendously influenced the process of village
formation : the region constitutes a part of the great Iga tectonic basin. This basin comprises a

fresh water formation, which includes diatom fosils of the Old Lake Biwa strata group. The Old
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Lake Biwa formation consists of layers of gravel, sand, silt and clay. These alternating layers
of sand and heavy clay are thick, and both consist of fairly small particles. Therefore, the
vallys made up of such strata are shallow and the soil of the rice paddies along the valley is
predominantly clayey. The replenishment of paddy fields with water is difficult once the water
has, for one reason or another, been drained off from the paddy fields. This means that rice
paddies must always be kept filled with water and, hence, can grow only a single crop annually.
This is related to the fact that the distribution of water during the planting season is of prime
importance to the productive organization of single-crop tensui-den (paddies irrigated by rain
water) agriculturalists.
Then, the research on the productive organization concerning the utilzation of water is based
on direct interviews at the actual site, conducted by the anthor from May 26~28, in 1974.
If, based on this research, a model plan were to be made for times of water shortage such as
those that are thought to have occurred in the past, it would probably be along the following
lines. Let us say there is a dendritic farmland area in a valley of which paddies 1 —4 are
cultivated by Mr. X, @—® by Mr. Y, and 1 — 3 by Mr. Z:
1.Mr. X drains 1 and plants rice.
2. He drains the water of 2 into the already planted 1 and at the same time plants in drained
L
He continues with the rest of the paddies following the same pattern.
3.Mr. X must plant rice in 4 at least one day before the planned date of Mr. Y’s planting.
This is because the transplantation of rice into 4 is to be completed upon receiving the
water that will be drained from (.
There is a similar relationship between Mr. Y and Mr. Z.
4.Mr. Y must plant one to two days earlier than Mr. Z. The rice planting in this valley will
be completed when Mr. Z plants in 3 using the water flowing out from the earth called
shozu, or water from an irrigation pond at the tip of the valley. (See Fig. 2)
In a cooperative relationship such as this, involving the planting of rice, should one of the
farming families drain the water of its paddies in disregard of the custom, the water of the
paddies would be lost. It may be said, therefore, that the existence of a cultivated valley meant,

at the same time, the existence of a productive organization. A relationship such as this might
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be called the “rationale of the dendritic paddies of the valley”. This rationale was probably
pursued more throughly back in the times of the Edo period or the medieval period, when there
were water shortages, rather than at this time, when these researches took place.

Therefore, the vehement protest movements that took place during the medieval period and at
the times of the formation of Tomoda Mura and other villages must be understood on the basis

of this rationale of the dendritic paddies of the valley.
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