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<SUMMARY>

Research on Interregional Migration
—— Analyses based on the prefererice Index —

Toshiro MASAOKA

In Japan, most of the researchers have tried to analyze the interregional migration by
using the rate of net migration. This measure is certainly simple and useful. It should be
noted, however, that the rate of net migration can be derived from offsetting the rate of
inmigration by the rate of outmigration. Furthermore, it can be readily pointed out that
quite recently the former has been almost close to the latter in most cases. In such a case,
we cannot make clear distinctions between high rates of inmigration and outmigration
and low rates of counterparts.

In order to conquer these difficulties, more reliable analytical device is proposed in this
paper, and some empirical studies are implemented with an aid of it. The alternative
measure is called the “Preference Index” (PI), which signifies the index that compares
actual number of migrants with standard number of ones. The latter is well specified in
proportion to the number of populations in such regions as origin and destination under
study. In addition, if the value of this index in a certain region is greater that the others,
we might give some positive weights to such regions.

Some technical issues arose by using the Preference Index. So, to begin with, a theo-
retical examination on this index has been done. We, then, have tested how well fitted the
derived numerical results are to the actual observations for the interregional migration
in Japan. We have also rearranged the original data so as to raise the goodness-of-fit in
our calculations. As a result, our analyses based on the Preference Index turned out to
be quite promissing and also revealed more possibility to step forward in further empiri-

cal studies.
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