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& Abstract>

The Contemporary Relationship of Authorities on the Decision
of Public Schools’ Curriculum in the United States

—by analyzing concerned educational cases—

Kazuhiro Koga

It is said that each state government is legally vested with the authority to decide
on the curriculum of public schools in the United States under the provision of the
Tenth Amendment of the U.S. (Constitution. However, the actual exercise of such
authority is taken care of by a state educational administrative agency andor local
educational authority. This has been affirmed by courts in many concerned cases.

That is to say, curriculum of public schools in the United States has been re-
gulated and instructed according to statutes enacted by a state legislature and rules
instituted by state and . or local educational authorities. So it seems that state
andor local educational authorities legally possess a certain affirmed power to re-
gulate their curriculum.

But, on the other side, it is also well-known that the U.S. has traditionally re-
spected the parents’ right to educate their children according to the principle of co-
mmon law. In fact, some states have approved the parents’ right to reject school curr-
iculum, and to select subjects according to their religious belief. Furthermore, in
recent years, courts approved that parents have the right to reject compulsory school
attendance, and that students in school have the same rights as citizens in the U.S.
Coustitution. Taking these opportunities, parents, faculty members, and students
have insisted on their rights based on the provisions of the U.S. Constitution,
so that freedom of religion, speech and expression have prevailed against the authori-
ty’'s decision.

Therfore, this study, taking these movements as its foundation, clarifies the con-
temporary relationship of authorities on the decision of public schools’ curriculum by

analyzing the contents of each concerned agency’s and or person’s powers.



This paper consists of the following sections :

Introduction

I
(1)
2)

Relationship of authorities on the decision of ‘“official” curriculum.
Federal and state authority on the decision of curriculum.
Local authority on the decision of curriculum.
Faculty authority on the decision of curriculum.
Student authority on the decision of curriculum.

Parental authority on the decision of curriculum.

I Relationship of authorities on the decision of “non-official” curriculum.

(1) Relationship of authorities on the decision of curriculum prior to the “Board
of Education v. Pico” case of the U.S. Supreme Court.

(2) Relationship of authorities on the decision of curriculum in the “Board of
Education v. Pico” case of the U.S. Supreme. Court.

Conclusion
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