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<SUMMARY>

A fundamental study of adults’ expectancies
about children’s emotional reactions

Kazuaki Yokogawa

This study was designed to investigate the adults’ expectancies about children’s emo-
tional reactions, especially, the purpose of this study was to determine whether the factor
of the age of children influenced on this prediction. Subjects were ninty five junior
college students. They were presented vignettes describing eight types of experiences
and were asked what would be either preschool children’s or elementary school children’s
emotional reactions. Overall, adults did not so diferentiated their prediction as a func-
tion of the age of children. However in failure situation adults predicted that preschool
children’s dominant response would be sadness, on the other hand, in same situation they
predicted that elementary school children’s dominant response would be shame. Results
were discussed in terms of adults’ developmental views in the cognition of children’s

affect and the categories of emotional reactions.
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