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<SUMMARY >

The Historical Change of California State Textbook
Adminstration in the United States (second report)

—— Circumstances up to the enactment of the free textbook law in 1912 ——

Kazuhiro Koga

In our country, studies of American texbook administration have mainly laid stress
on the level-comparison of specified matters in each state, or on clearing up fundamen-
tal legal issues in the educational cases concerned. However, we have not made an
earnest historical study of the expansive process of textbook administration in each
state of America.

Therefore, this paper, part of the above-mentioned historical study, attempts to
clarily circumstances up to the enactment of the free textbook law in 1912, to consider
the aims and significance of the establishment of the law, with particular reference to
the expansive process of California state textbook administration.

This paper consists of the following sections :

I Introduction

I The social and educational situation before the enactment of the free textbook law
in California State

Il The social and educational situation at the time of the enactment of the free text-
book law in California State

IV The significance and problems of the free textbook law in California State

The enactment of the free textbook law was one of the earnest wishes of people con-
cerned with educational administration in California State. It had taken forty-six
years to abolish rate bills in 1866. However, the law, ultimately established with
great effort by the people concerned, expanded the extent of the free public educational
system. And the enactment of the law could mean a guarantee of equal opportunities in
education in public elementary school, paticularly those of indigent pupils in Cali-
fornia.

The free textbook law in 1912 was enacted with provisions on the state uniform text-
book adoption and printing system. It seemed that the enactment of the free textbook
law meant a reinforcemental strategy for the continuance of the above mentioned system.
That is to say, the enforcement of the free textbook law strengthened the following two
fuuctions of California state uniform textbook administration ; 1) the responsible
function of guaranteeing a certain equal quality in public education to all pupils in
the state, 2) the control fuuction of requiring all pupils in the state to follow a uni-

form curriculum decided by the state.
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