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< SUMMARY >

An Essay on a Study of Politics and Education

in Sociology of Education

Yoshimitsu Ohta

In sociology of education, study of “politics and education” 1is, relatively spea-
king, an area that has been neglected. In this paper, therfore, the frameworks by
which the relationship between politics and educatin can be grasped will first be esta-
blished and then the “domains” in which to study politics and education using the fra-
meworks will be established. It is, in other words, a review of past studies, which
should also provide guideline for future studies.

By the concept of politics, as arranged based on a number of intoroductions to poli-
tical science, the relationships between politics and education can be summarized as
follows. First, there 1s the idea of politics and education. Second, there is the
means of politics and education. Third there is the social function of politics and
education (from the more macro level to the more micro level). Thus, the frameworks
that can be presented are follows.

(1) The idea and means of politics and education

(2) The social functions of politics and education-more macro level

(3) The social functions of politics and education-more micro level

The three frameworks prezented each have their own domain of study.

(1) “ The idea and means of politics and education”—The main theme of this domain
will be to study the difference of politics and education from various angles. Stu-
dies concering the means characteristic of politics and education, such as “power”,
“authority” and “infuluence”, are numerous.

(2) “The social functions of politics and education-more macro level”-The main themes
will be the dynamics between the political structure including the state, government,
Ministry of Education and school education.

(3} “The social functions of politics and education-more micro level” -Often, the fo-
cus is on the formation of political consciousness in children;e.g., themes such as
political education in school are taken up. In recent years, as a study outside these
frameworks, the problem of “the political nature that the presence of school educa-

tion involves” has been posed by Foucault, M. et al., adovocates of deschooling.
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