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< SUMMARY >

A Histrical Consideration of Censorship of Public School
Educational Materials in the United of States

— centering around the 20th century —
Kazuhiro Koga

A review of recent court cases establishes that censorship of educational materials
in public schools i1s a real and present dilemma for educational leaders in the United
of States. The current conservative political and moral climate and public dissatis-
faction with taxes, foreign policy, busing, forced desegregation, and government in
general have caused many people to flout public schools. E. B. Jenkinson points out
that propinquity and familliarity make schools targets more accessible than federal,
state, or even local government.

This paper, therefore, attempts to consider histrically censorship of Amercan public
school educational materials and to clear up the present state of censorship of educatio
nal materials on the basis of recent investigations and studies.

The contents are as follows :
I . Introduction
II. Censorship. of public school educational materials laying stress on the 20th cen-
tury
(1) general situations before the 20th century
(2) situations in the first half of the 20th century
(3) situations in the latter half of the 20th century
Il. The present state of censorship of American public school educational materi-
als on the basis of recent investigations and studies
V. Conclusion

This paper points out that censorship has been a real problem for public schools in the
United of States. Any level of public education is confronted with controversy con-
cernig educational materials. The censor may be a parent, an interested member of the
community, a local or national organization, a teacher, a librarian, a student, a prin-
cipal, the superintendent, or even the school board. Controversy concerning schools is
influenced by problems generally encountered in society. Prevailing social, political,
and religious trends influence community pressures on schools. Furthermore, censorship
involves major legal issues such as academic freedom, students’ rights, the rights of pa-
rents to direct their children’s education, and the authority of school administrator
andschool board. So it is necessary to examine strictly the legal aspects of censor-
ship of public school educational materials in order to obtain effective means against

unfair and unlawful pressures on educational materials.
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