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< Summary_>
Study on Political Socialization
—Transmission of Democratic Worth and Hidden Curriculum—

Yoshimitsu Ohta

Political socialization is defined as a process for an individual to form his political con-
sciousness. As an agent concerned in forming his political consciousness, schools have
been assumed.

The role of school education concerned with political socialization,especially that of the
secondary education, has been taken so far as ambiguous. However, objections to the re-
sults of studies on said role have been raised from the field of political education.

They attach importance to transmission of democratic worth at schools and locate
current education as a failure of transmission. And from their introspection, they have
pointed out that the failure of transmission of democratic worth is caused by an authori-
tative hidden curriculum.

In this paper, their position is put in order, their position is studied and criticized cente-
ring on R.M.Merelman’s argument, and aprospect of studies on political socialization is

offered.
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