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Teaching English at Elementary Schools
~ To Teach English Considering Students’ Characteristics ~
Akihiro Fujii and Saori Tsukuda
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Abstract

Children have an ability to acquire any language’s sound system implicitly through
meaningful input. Teaching English as a foreign language in elementary school should
therefore be conducted according to this ability of children to acquire the English
language’s sound system. To obtain enough sound input, teachers should focus on
meaningful input in their classes. Before considering the details for lesson plans for
elementary school students, teachers need to know how language is acquired and used.
With the start of the new course of study, consideration must now be given to
appropriate instruction in teaching the alphabet and writing activities for the fifth and
sixth graders. Instruction in writing must not be simplistic copying and practicing the
letters of the alphabet but must follow students being given sufficient phonemic input.
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