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(Abstract)

The concept of life and death through the “Shobogenzo” by Dogen gives valuable
implications to assistance for death in social welfare. Why do some people with a
Buddha nature (everyone is qualified to reach “Buddhahood” (the state of perfect
enlightenment)) have aspirations in their lives, but others do not? When Dogen was
asked of this question, he replied, “People with aspirations know that everyone dies
eventually. People without aspirations do not know the true meaning of the fact that
everyone dies. That is the difference.” If a religion forms the core of the belief toward
immortality, what is “the true meaning of death” that Dogen mentioned? This study is a

pursuit of this question.
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